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Women in Farming

Women always work hai
towards the development of tt
household, community and tr
nation at large. They strive

every stage of development

see a positiveechange because
they understand very well th
when the economies get robbe
they are the firsbnes to be
affected. By encouraging wom
to involve themselves int
development initiatives, we a
promoting for the developmel
of the economy at all level
Empower women and devekp
nation.

Edi tor

fit is in the hands of Baicymakers, civil societgamisatits and households to maketsatavomen are
activelynvolved in akcisiomaking process if we want to develop our homes, communities and th:
large. | believe that theasss of every man is behind his wonaanhsodevelopmeoit the community
blessed by the woman power to command.

Women empowerment is a developmotntdan one or two of thgsejectsthis

initiativevhich has begropularisethroughwill give us due if wonmeare also involved

theconceptsf WIDWADandGAD but as oih the developmesgtctors The rain aim of

now, woman are still surviving under thedismgssing about wonie this newsletter is

threat ofocietahtitudes towards them. \Wet only iriting thenumberof woman in

have seen many developments whickleaedopment but to note how effecévisrank you for reading this Newsletter
done to give a befpasitiono thestatusof their decisions in the whole process.

wome. We have thought it gotmbtat the because, the decisemwoman takis vital Shadreck Masawi
projectsvhicharebeing initiated by wanre thanthe activity initiated.

the loweld of Chimanimani. By being able to PORETProduction Officer




Advocating For @nan Empowerment: By Christian Fu

Women Living on the Land

Guest WriterChristian Furrer

production and care about the fields and bia¢ also livestock and the plants in the
next generation (kids and babies), it agricultural fields. If we look at the
becomes clear, that the female participamgarticipants of PORET introduced activities
of society are one of the main factors  like water harvesting at lsteaels, PORET
contributing to sustainability of local volunteer engagement or members of the
production and human welfare. permaculture club, we clearly see that

N women are the majority of the local farmers
Even thougteditionally, women have beepyerested in permaculture. | am eager to

disadvantaged when it comes to positionggl about their views in this volume of the
power or decision making, things are  ewsletter of PORET.

changing also duetganizatioriike

PORET or state structures. Whilst some In the past, when people have been writing
positions like chief, headman or vilagehaddout #Af emi ni smod or |
can only be takenrbgn, newer positionsof er m figender 0, they |
power like chairperson, director or Membshift the blame to the other gender or just

N - _ ' h' i of Parliament can also be taken by womeminted out personal discomfort about a few
With gredllght,l have topics. Lats try not to do the same. Let us

heard about th<=A
. . PORET, | have met many persons, whg, i ; ;
fact, that also women are being given a Vé)tlce yp ow our rights and duties on our agricultural

. . . escribe themselves as being more ; o p—
in this newsletter since both women and men 9 land, in our families arganizationket

. successful in agriculture than in other in
are the backbone of the rural society where g “@§®oth women and men, stand together

. - €nerating activities ttkose more often it
PORET is contributing to. When one Iool?s nerating and work for the future of our communities
ound in towns. Among them, women areynq societies

doing a great job caring not only after kids;

the people who are engaged irfictally

Women ifRoadrunner/Traditional Chicken Producti®y Shadreck Masav

Reviving Tradition&hickerProduction
in Chimanimani

fiChi cken Production traditional

Chickerproduction is one of thelipractisegrojectdin theChimanimani
Lowveld. Traditionalgach household was well knowra¥org at least a
Chicken run at the homest®ae.chickens were kept mostly to provide meat
at special occasions or when thereisitresat the home. Othersuldsell
chickens tpay for school femsd buy basic commodities which were needec
. ) , at homeThe type afhickes which were kept stip weredhe traditional
bt L chickensompared to tloeoiler chickens.

The Globalisation of Broiler Chickerwhichgave an imbalance of trade in tlreChimanimani Disfrigbultry prhction

Production poultry sector. Adtiog to the Poore has grown rapidlgublinghe production of
magazine 2004Africa imported somehe roadunners or the traditiaria&kens.

Wit the dawn of the new millentiiem® 182,000 tonnes of chicken from the EU, Mastyprojectshave beermplementetly

was a widespreadportof broiler chickenof it produced on battery farrBslgium, Government, KGand individuatelping

from th&uropeanountries to Afrieawell France and the Netherlands. Withhthis,in the globalisationbadiler production at

from South Africa to Zimbabvgoiler newmillenniurhas brought alisaster into the expense of the road runners. Most of the

chickens alongside eggs were imported fh@i&frican Poultry Sector people havechosento go for broiler
South Africa to Zimbabwe at Low prices chickenswhilst dumping theaditional
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chickemproductiotMany farmers have citegroduced from the broiler isheatthy Also road runners have a maximum capacity
that broiler proction was fast and cheapcoording to the survey by the Fiesiitut of multidation. Compared to broilers, road
compared to the road runners which neatieur when they analyse 200 samplesuohers can lay eggs and hatch for
time to growJpto this time now, manyghickenthey found out that 83.5% of théhemselves which will help the massive
chickenguns foitraditional chickehave were ufit for consumptidrhese chickens development of the project. A road runner
now fallen into ruins overtaken by the biteéldyour #arge quantity of flora made upgsbwer does not need to buy the stock many
production. faecabr thermdolerantoliform organismstimes but just once. Whilst they have their
of pathogenic staphylocéome of the ¢ h i cHomephéysstart to breed as many

With time, most farmers are now realisingifi§ens wegentainingalmonella. Most ofchickens as they want which mean that the
importance of organically grown chickgRgechickensontairfatwhichis not good farmer is liberalised from relying from the
compared to inorganic grown brofine pdthy as well. producers for tB@rtup chickens like what

chickens. many people do with the broitersther

Broiler production isontributing. tahe Why we should go back to traditionajyorgs, the road runner producer is a free
P g Chicken Production once he/shmanaged to buy the initial stock

dumping of culture towards the traditiomat . . . .
chicken production. Traditionahickens o ) o whilst the broiler prouder is shamed in
P Upon realising thimblem of globalising thae endency from the broiler chick producers
were a symbol of a strong household whiefer production, some organisations spichy o patafstock per evenyoject
hasfoodsecurityvithin it. It was a shame fegls PORET and individuals thought it wise to
mostwomerwho have reinglechicken run preach the gospel of going basntife,  Who are growing thiadition Chicken?
at their homeste&y. having one, a womamy growing the traditional chickens.
was considered a wife who knows howadéording to the traditional chicken groWkepercentagef broilechickengrown is
manage his family properbording to in Chaseyama, they noted many advantatjtsighiorbothruraland urban areashich
Amai Bande, she said tihaty used to of growing these chickens compared tostitiediscredithe traditionaihickensfrom
slaghter chicken when the visitareeor  proiler chickens. overtakinthe markeWe visited farmers in
wren their husbands comekbfsom work. Chimanimani Low veld to discuss with them
After a long period sefparatigra woman Traditionathickenproduction provides gyt the traditional chicken production.
was supposed to tréar husband in themajorpositive econoniipacto therural
good nornby slaughtering him a fattenggople especiallythose who aretils Ambuya JohaneAmbuya Johane is one of
chicken.If it was in the polygamougractisingt. Despitebeing a healthy meathe chicken producers in thevigdd. She
marriage, tse women who were capablehich is environmental friendly, traditibaalbeen keeping a lot of chickens from the
feeding their husbands with chicken nggigkensstrengthen the lodahde links previous year together growing some small
were the ones who were most loved.  Withirthe rural and between ramdl urban grains. When we visited her at her place, she
markets. Those farmerso are growinghas 26 chickens, 20 chicks and 5 cocks, the
thesechickenare enjoying gotrddelinks other 35 were burnt when her house was
as most peophaverealisedhe healthy risk bunt in the past month. She said that she
behindbroiler chickens This demand in want to migrate from full time small grains
traditionathickens has slowly revived tpeoduction to chicken production because
traditional chickielustry. she has seen the potential in the production.
She has discredited the broiler chickens
The production of road runeeaso less saying that they are labourers to keep and

time consuming as well it has a connegfj@Mot good for the health.
with other projects at home. Road runners

did not need much time when growing t8&m has the dream to have more than a

in terms of monitoring them regularly asthalisand of these road runners at her place
~ as feeding them. The reason which makesided that she finds enough resources to

L e t O S e(hem I-%mercon | ub@ey finance for the construction of other chickens

have a good relatlonshlp with other projects at her place.

in the farming sector. Road runners move

IOC&I ChICkenS around looking for fo.od themselves arf§mi Muererwa

only needs the farmer to fhethtwo or
for‘ tOd ay and three times a day. They can mix with o

livestock compared to the bruoitech are

isolated to live on themseBRiemixing with (g

tomorrOW other projects, road runners have

security they have especially when theySss

The other thing concerning the broilgyith tyrkeys and pigeons which protect tis
production is on the healthy sector. The gt ihe predators. '

A woman holding a broiler chicken
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buy broilers chickdpod buyingroad runnerat low prices from the

which is not sustainable to tlaralbreeders and then dbhfmat high

local farmers. pricesn the citynarketsinChaseyamfor
exampleshickenare sold &4 to$5and in

As of now, she has ntbe® i the buyers sélem at$ll to$12

60 chickens whicare her ggjiars in the city markets of Mutare and

initial stock. As for nsie is  arare. When the producers compare

selling some of the chickeRgemselves with those who are into broiler

at 35 and hvat is needed  roduction, they arecéal to believe in the

for the buyers to commd |ygjler production. In the actual sense, a

buy thechickens which are;gagrunner producer needs three months to

ready for the market. produce a good chicken and receives $4 at

the end whilst the broiler producer needs just

Apart from these two farmers . ;
. o . X weeks to produce a chicken and sell it at
whom we discussed with in detail about fheir . . . .

which  hower will discredit the

Amai Muerenkeeding her chicken chicken project, we also managed to viglt | o production. This means that
. some farmers in Ward 2 and 5 who are Jsoc;n thing needs to bé done to make sure
We also managed to talk with am@ same projects. The reason for these g S i
Muererwa froNechitim¥illage who is intofarmers of engaging themselves into gy roadrunner production is intensified.
chicken production. Despite being a sfuaher production is because of iSerevivabf the traditiongiickerprojects
grain producemai Muererwa said that shistainability and easy to manage COMPRefbyondhe reeftowardsyiving relief to

is now _interested in growing the roadr.umf@[ﬁe broiler chickens. the producershogh some trade laws
She said that she warediend her farming should beeffected by the concerning

projects into chicken as she realised @& last problem left in intensifying the

hick . Proiect governing bodieso give roadrunner
chic ens_are sustain ) arg .easy ool production its rightful place in the market
manage iherarea. Sheited thait is easy

for her to be a road runner producer beckY§® though the traditionalchicken There. 'S :ee?m;ztmonlizr broHir tpr%qlui:tlon
they are easycheap, andconsidered production is slowly growing, the mark&ir:/fi}rﬁg“&' tf?e tradlijt:igg:ehic?kgz;;r\;vailrs
healthy compared to lersi Amai the chickenby theproducerss stilllow Sharg on the market

Muererwaited about the need for moneyc@mpared to the broilétsny peoplere '

Woman and Water management: By Farmer W

Water harvesting taking a breakthroingh
the Lowveld

firhe adverse effects of climate changgatsvelgffecting woman in
all spheresof developmerfor rural womanwater isan essential
elementvhicHorns the basis of developngent.

It started asstory, then dectureto asampleand now it has largely
become onef thewelpractisegrojectsn tle Lowveld. The steps
taken weraot that simple. Thorns and stones were faced with ma
 farmers falling by the way side. To those who managed to continue ¢
~ the project, they have become the champions who are now insp
others to also join cé with them in implemgntihe water
managemeptojectHere we are talking about water harvesting.

The Concept of water harvesting Africa at LargéVhen PORET started tdhe topic on water and woman is a large one

implement the water managepnejeicin ~ which may needs a good time to lodk at it.
The Chinanimanilow veld is one of theChaseyama, they wente createa hub this issue evwant to talk much about
places whicteceivedittle rainfall as wellwere other farmevillcomeandlearnfrom. farmers who were inspired to do water
suffer inthe hands of deforestation amy coming upith swalest their site, manyharvesting at their places.

erosion henceleading the continuedarmers saiv as a good moveddater on
exploitation of woman in the communitys@aded to harvest waténeit places. Women and water
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The realism that women and water are chager supply to her field. She wanted Ramusha pangu ndakakwanisawo kuchera
friend needs to be looked not with impartaite dam to become a multipurpose daaswales uye mugodhi unochengaisa
because they are reasonably beyond datigtre she will expand tleaseyama yekushandisa pamba. Tinoziva kuti mvura
very good friend8ithout water, women arBream Project of fisfarming by also munzvimbo yedu inonetsa asi tikakwanisa
the ones who suffer a lot. In Chaseyapugdting in some fish into the dam. Accorklimpera migodhi uye Kuziva kuti mvura
water is still a problem charged by tinarisawu, as a wopsée thought it wiseinoda kuchengetwa,hazvizombonetsi varimi
reason that there are not enough wébeengage into water harvesting since ntisurongahwavo hwose hwekurima.
sources around to provide water dfter effects of the lack of water mostl

household consumption. Women are foaffgtts woman. When there is no eno
to walk a long distant to loaknfarThat is water, its woman who suffer beastuse
why there is a strong call for women to reredly will béorced to walkngdistanceo
engage themselves into water managerfetcth water as well neegrovide food on
practise a thing which most women are ttiimgable.

to work on.

Virginia Karisawu centre Mugodhi wemvura uchiri kuchera kwamai
A lady coming from the well Nduna

Water Harvesting Projects in
Water management practises in the LoghandarumbyMai Nduna Uyezve nemhaka yekuti mvura inonetsa
veld kunoku, tirikuyedza kudyara zvirimwa

Kunoku Kumhandarume kune varimi vakakaita senzungu uye sorghum zvisingade
Virginia KarisawiByJestina Matsitsiro ~ wandei varikuchengetedza mvura wy@ura yakawanda. Parizvino  varimi
nenzvimbo dzinowanikwa mvura. Ny@ehidzimai vazhinji vakapleaZma saka
yekuchengetedzwa kwemvura haisi nyayg kutanga kudyara miti. Tinoti tikadyara
yakatanga zvino asi inyaya yakatangwa fagie tinoidiridzira nemvura  yatinoisa
asi varimi vaishaiwa hanya nazvo. Mushuifhagaba inenge ichibuda zvishoma
mekudzidza maereran@ezvishoma izvi ndizvo zvirikutobatsira kuti
nezvekuchengetedzwa kwemvyrii yatirikudyara irarame.

kuburikidza ne vashandi VePORET, varimi

vakadzidza kuti mvura yakakosha muupéHgtilike other farmers who are doing water
hwedu. Kunyanyanya kuvanhu vechidzirfé@giagemern the low veldyomen have

: _ ‘ mvura yakawanikwa zvinoita kuti vak#agiit good for them tatté/elynvolved in
Jestina Matsitsiro vakwanise kurima zvekudya zvakawalfga project so that they will not be
zvinobatsira mumhuri dzedu uye tinowdiadvantaged since women and avater

It was a lovely day for all farmers who Wavera yekunwa iyo inova inetsei the best friends, failuremd will result in
managed to meet at Mrs Virginia Karis@wgzvimbo dzisinganyagemvura. the women finding it hard to provithe fo

homestead to help her expand her water family.

harvesting dam.Virginia Karisawu is aF arizvino, - varnm va.r|kugadznmge.r(.) ; ;
motherof fiveaged 43: she is also ar|{10chengetedza mvura iaeranaya kuitira As of now, there is need to drill boreholes

Outreach @fer at PORET. After leami r%m pasi pagare paneunydfigeriiyi and installation of water tanks for the supply
much about water manaéement trom HRgaidzwa kunzi maswales pachirungu. dfiMéter into the community.

courses and pract ivg_rgﬂ \6a§at|. Wa}’?dee' V?CW%Z'P]%'_ Vatﬁ”%“}an g at

PORET, she thought it wise to go £RH°”9W<'=‘ ichi  nekuti vakadzi ndivo

expand the dam which is in her field. ¥gaotsvaka zvekudya zvemhuri uye mvura
a iyo yakakosha mubodidedmiba

said that she wanted to harvest more V\BP&Y
using the dam becausere is a plenty ofdZedy:
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Woman and Food Security: By Shadreck Ma

Women Securing Food ihowé/eld

nehunyanzvi hwavomukurima. Aya ndiwough honey productioKadzevhu
mashoko avo; Mutanda is the mother of four who finds it
good to fully depend on honey production to
Sezvamunongoona kudai, pano tinorﬂi‘lﬂ/ide for the familjre other women is
semhuri imiababa uye nevana vedu.kurilgaj Murawu who is a good crop producer

kwose kwatinoita, tinorima zvirimwa zvakafie|| engaging into honey production.
wandei kubva ku sorghum, nzungu, bhinzi,

43 ﬁ ¥ f ' nyimo. Tinezvipfuyo pano zvinoti, hiar, the past years, Kodzevhu hasrieen i
i L AGSEAR LT & w0 " B4 hanga, hangaiwa, matoki, mombe hgeey production and processing whereby
Lack of land ownership, lack of cashpiflqzi. zvipfuyo izvi pamwe nezvatinosiea inherited some bee hives Fem
circulation, high food prices, unenforgedqiinaisira  mukudyavedu semhuri parentsShe started to keep them well and

agrl.culture Iayvs andure are sone the nekuti hapana zvatinoshaiwa. harvest from the hives ewagr. After
socieeconomic factors which are affecting harvesting the honésodzevhu will then

food security in most rural areas Magore rapera ratakarima iri, tikakwapjgess it and panto bottles. It is from the
Zimbabwe. Fdre past months, cash criskuwana zviimwa zvebhinzi zvakawap@iey she gets from selling honey that she
have hit the country leading to failurezvekuti patichapedza kumenya, tikutarigitgsing to buy food for her familyy
accessing of basic needs by wontie kuwana matsaga akati wandei.
country. For the past yeammen have

faled to be fullyecognisedas the Zvakakoshera kuti pamba pavenechil&@ftording to hérjs sometimetfficult for
custodians of the land which they spdrkawanda uye chirdvaluiri ndechekutiyomen headed families to live on
much of their time betsgstewardsAlso Zvinodzora ndangariro kumuntemselves as many people will only think
for the past decadése prices of the basi®vechidzimai.sezvo vakadzi vari ivo Van@RRa men arene¢ ones who can make a
commodities in Zimbabwe have not bééh pamba padyiwa ere, ndivenge® noysehold stand. So for her, the story is
stable and most of fiembabweansgere Vaine mutoro wakawanda uye kunetse@n@rem, she is into full time honey
finding it difficult to access the basic ne@W#®fungwa kana pasina kudya kwakakw@pduction and also manage a small field to

clothes and oth@cessities

With all these things faced by womarkufodiwa. grow sorghum. She urged other women that
Zimbawe,we want to trat®w women in Kunzvimbo vedu Kunonetsa asiura 'S 0 the women that the household can
Chaseyama are coping with securing foolalfBP Y ) . gurvive and for thedpwomen should play
. o tirikkuzama napose patinogona kuti tigadzire .. . .
their families. a.significant role In making sure that there is
kudya kwakakwana kumhuri .
) . . . . . _eraough food for the family.
MaiBande Food Diversity dzedu.naizvozvo tinongoti semadzimayi dai

takakwanisa kupuwa mukina mukuru
zvekushandisa  zvinodikanwa — mukurs
kuitira kuti tikwanise kupa mhuri dzedu
kwakakwana.

Amai bandegarikurimawo miriwo yendug
dzakasiyarsiyana iyo inovabatsira muku
kudya kunovaka muviri.

Bee Productioand value addition

Amai bande standing in her vegetableFood security is not only by growing malhi Murawu carrying a traditional bee hives
garden grains but can also be from the secondary
. industry in the food production. Mot peemm the other view, amai Murawu said that
Ama', ) Bar.lde ndeumwe yvevarwo find it difficult to engage themselvesmoist people thought that only honey
vechidzimayl vanogara munzvimbo cyc?p production are turning into otpeyduction can be done by marthbut

Nechitima muward 3 rechakowa. MurimialleUities so that they provide for tmeality is women are always behind every

anoma  zvirimwa zyakati vs./a.ndei kl_’%%ilies. project initiated at hon®he said she
kumbeu dzetsanga diki kusvikira kumichero helped her husband in looking after the

uye kuzvipfuyo. Takakwanisa kuenda kugamanaged to trace backitesoftwo peehives and every year they harvest from
kwamai Bande uko vakanotiudza maerejgsifa from Jinga Village velnesurviving them. They sell honey and get money in
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exchange which is one of the benefits ofithed women to practice different types of
progct. Her main argument was that,pimojects which will help in the production of
honey, we get medication as well as semmugh food on the table.

nutrients which are needed in the body. She

Woman in Education: By MV Tsinakwadi and M~

Dedicating time to the Infants

In this part of formal educatimn,two The students seated inside their classroom
teacherbave been working hard in trying to _ _ _

Marry Violet Tsinakwadi and Media Tsur

goodstudents. The two managed to mainféffout a woman is dead. What women do
their status as an ECD which providesaffRears to be minor but in reality, they
best infant education in the area. WherP@{form a great role in the upkeep of the
kids graduafeom the centribeyare rated family and communitye $fso said that;

as the top class studeattall the school vakadzi varimumabasa ekudzidzisa ndivo
they are enrolled. According to Mary Vi¥&okwanisa  kuti  mwana wemuzera
fwe areproducing good studemése not wechidiki adzidze uye nekutambanuka

gecausewe are clever bbecausewe Ve
developed passion to work with these Rffya uye vaemwoyo wekubereka zvinoita

pfungwa. Izvi zvinobuda nekuti vakadzi vane

Womea mles in the development agiendand try to understand e@bhidsneed and izvo kuti vade kudzidzisa mwna umwe

not only limited to full engagement iMeakness. We work withsthengthand

noumwe pane icho chaanenge

household chores, it also expands weaknessf eactehildso that we give eactASinganyatsonzwisise uye kugona.

education of the Children both in formalaatight dose of knowletifbe ECD has
informal sector. We have quite a numbenasfaged to produce good students i
women who have volunteered themselvé¥bey Nkomwho are doing well at thei
become teachers of the Early Childhptithary schools.

Deelopmat across the country for the past

years and yet today they have committed
their time with kids. These women also take
their time to educate their children at home
from a tender age until they die this then
forms part of the informal education sector.
In his episode, we want to discuss about two
women who have taken their time to spent
much of their time with kids at PORET ECD
Learning centre; we are talking about Mrs
Tsinakwadi and Mrs Media Tsuro from

ALSéJ M Tsuro said that at the centre, they
erform a motherly education through

understanding the needs of every child. She
said that she is a teacher because she likes
her work and not because she wantssfavo

at the end.

We can see that the ECD is doing well in
terms of providing quality education however
there are a lot of things which needs to be
looked atThefirst thing is the welfare of the
teachers with transpehichthe teachers

say they walk 5killometes®gry dayto
school After then the household chores will
be waiting for them. As woimeducation,

Chaseyamadrs Marry Violet Tsinakwadi §@me of the students enrati€haseyama pegia said that it will be fine if they can get a

a retiredHeadmistress from ChaseyarBaECD Centre

Primary School. She has taken her time to
develop the school from no block until the
school was completed and geared to work.
As a woman Head during the 80s, many
peopledid not believa her capabilities as

an African ladylefding a school. Through
Dedication amdird workshe proved all her
critics wrong. On the Other Blde Media
Tsurogrowspassion with children so she
volunteered to work with Marry at PORET
Chaseyama B ECD Centre.
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transport which will carry the teachers and
the children to schoitis will also improve
their enrolment For now, the student
population combined of the two clag€es is
ofwhichtheir fees are not able to provide for
theteachewelfarand for thechooheeds.
Theirspecialneeds are into transport and
resourcedo use at theentreas wellas
enough marketing of the entre.



